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State and County Statistics

To query Quick Stats for state level data, select a state and year(s) and press "Get Data"
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C o r n  f i e l d

Year Planted All Purposes Harvested Yie ld Production Pr ice per  Uni t l Value of production

2009 84,986

2008 85,982\ 78,640 1 1 5 3 , 9 L2,t0t,238 3 . 9 0 ' 47 ,377  ,576
2007 93,527 86 ,520  1 1 5 0 . 7 L3,037,875 4 . 2 0 ' 54,666,959
2006 78,327 70,638 I t 4 9 . 7 ' 1 0 , 5  3  1 ,  1 2  3 3 . 0 4 ' 32 ,083 ,011

200 5 81,779 75, tLt  1 t47 ,9 11,112,187 2 . 0 0 " 22,194,287

2004 80,929 73,637 160 .3  . 1 1 , 8 0 5 , 5 8 1 2 . 0 6 ' 24,377,913

rhe foll:::sjf.9 lhegrrtlsl used above.

i  1  -  thousand acres 2 -  bushel 3 -  thousand bushels 4 -  dols /  bu 5 - thousand dol lars
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Corn & Climate Change

As a user of atmospheric carbon dioxide, fossil fuels, and nitrogen fertil izers, corn does
affect global net emissions of greenhouse gases. These gases are considered by many
to represent a potentialthreat to global climate.

or".g a futt growing season, an average hectare of corn ;;;";; ,.".ou"ll, ,""""1)
of carbon dioxide from the air {Cemcorp 1992). The one million hectares of corn -
grown inOntario wili rbm*ove an annual quantity of carbon dioxide equivaleni to
that produced in burning about 9 bill ion litres of gasoline (about 75% of annual
Ontario gasoline consumption ).

Carbon dioxide is released to the
atmosphere in manufacturing inputs
(fertilizer, fuel, pest control products,
equipment) used in growing corn. lt can
be estimated that about 1.3 tonnes of
carbon dioxlde are released during the
production of a hectare of corn. This
includes input manufacturing and all
transportation costs. (Calculations are
based on data published by Unnasch.'1 990, adapted for Ontario conditions. )
The ratio of carbon dioxide absorbed
to carbon dioxide released is, thus,
about  17 :1 .

The ultimate carbon balance with corn production depends upon the fate of the organic
matter produced by corn during a growing season. \Mth grain corn, some of the organic
matter produced may be reconverted back into carbon dioxide relatively quickly, for
example in the production and digestron of food, or the manufacture and comh,
fuel ethanol. With other uses, for example the production of paper, glue a- - 

.^\o
the reconversion may not occur for many years, decades, or centur;- 
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As outlined earlier, at least 60% of the dry matter pfodrr. .""autt3l.oftto"- ""n
returned to the soil after harvest. With conventionp' .rnrn c(roret*
oxidation of soil organic matter was at least p- 

^..,1ar\o- 
"stgt "' , natter

addition, with the result being no net, lo- ...o$uj^{oE'- -pneric carbon
dioxide Past research has shown '' . tu"t )ifOe'" - ..rn yield level, with corn
providing a net addition to sn" .r6a$o)^^eao" .,entionaltil lage)when the
amount of corn stalk dn' ^og2 

ororggt" ttt exceeded 6 tonnes/ha (t-arson et
al 1972). Depena .rei ):..\de "' grj€ oS to the relative contribution of corn

19olst1lk, 
l1f 

^(eL\q;o0\''- _. _-::grg?nic matter, this figure equates to about 6root, stalk, le;f ^...,Lt$)^ntJt"' -,i organic matter, this figure equates to about 6
tonnes/t' ,{1oc{C,a(o"' -:ir 100 bu/acre). The Ontari6 average corn yield is

/Xl*yn--/. -_, '.,eased steadily from a level of about 3.6 Uha 30 years ago
{ d ' - / '

"/tmumtillage and no tillage can be expected to have even greater
\ cne net carbon dioxide balance with corn production. The 19.8

,gs/hectare increase in soil organic matter content of the topsoil of "no-til l" versus
conventionally tilled corn plots measured after 18 years of experimentation at the
University of Guelph (see reference in section entitled Corn and Soil Organrc Matter)
equates to about 42 tonnes of carbon dioxide per hectare of soil surface. This is
equivalent to that quantity of carbon dioxide released in combusting over 18,000 litres
of gasoline.
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